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Conflict Resolution
Church families are no different than our own individual families.  In the course of relationships, our interaction with one another can become strained.  Perhaps it is a lack of communication, perhaps it is preference, regardless, you and I have a responsibility to reflect the character and attitude of Christ, as we seek to keep the bond of peace.

For this reason, our church is implementing the following Biblical standard in relation to conflict resolution.  We are asking that you take the following passages of Scripture, pray over them, and openly ask God if this is who you are in Him.  You will meet again with a pastoral staff member in one week, to discuss the issue, but until then we will make this a matter of prayer that we may each have God’s Spirit.

Philippians 2:1-8
If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care— then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand.

Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion.

1 Thessalonians 4:6-8

 
Don’t run roughshod over the concerns of your brothers and sisters. Their concerns are God’s concerns, and he will take care of them. We’ve warned you about this before. God hasn’t invited us into a disorderly, unkempt life but into something holy and beautiful—as beautiful on the inside as the outside. If you disregard this advice, you’re not offending your neighbors; you’re rejecting God, who is making you a gift of his Holy Spirit.

